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THE VALLEY
OF THE COBRAS

HITT TTTRT - -
end uf perhap: Your Highness isn't hurk 7 ...
natitu- goodwil
which People ulten is
mbers and Places but, wit

cannot | The exclusive French ski- feven thy
partic-| resort Vargese (Haute-Savoie) |it was n|
eption|counts among its guests the |and ne|
ximity|Maharajah of Gopal, ruler of remain:
n 1854| the tiny independent Hima- |gravely
kehools| layan state, time to
berious| His  Highness, an  accom- |the peo
wholly| plished sportsman, is & master [nonethy
nitions| of the art of ekiing. His style is lonly ony
iticent|the envy of all. Brimming |because

hotel| with confidence, he attacks |bandit
Lisitorsl the slopes each morning

ing and it lencoun:

What's this?... There, & ‘3 |l 1 say... there, Jo!
You .-..,whyramnt Highness ! E 0 The Maharajah of Gopal!
you fallen ? ... Why don't we have
15 TR ~ ‘ a closer look ?
M excuse me, g A - -
Highness ...




[ By Kalil.. Who are those

upstarts ?... The cheek of it! To
go faster than me! ... Stop!

e on the sples
feet ...

by any chawnce
questioning wy
orders 7...

[ What 7. Are you

May the gods forbid, High-
ness! .1 just wanted Fo
rewind you that we aren't in
Gopal, we're in France, and
the law here ...

By Kali! And have [ no
right to punish these
rascals ?

[ We'll see about that! ... 1 = S
shall punish them myself ! : y
70, R
BN <2y
& \W" iy

He's crazy ! ... What did we do
to him?

| don't know... 1
Aow't understand,

And you 7...well 7...

There, Your
Highness. ..

What are you waiting for?.,




we'll go back to
the hotel !

Look, Zette, they're throwing svowballs
over therg,.. Why don't we have a go?...

(Highness! ... |Useless! My |
Highness! ... decision is
Please let me irrevocable!
explain .0 . i

But [ beg Your Highn%sL

I repeat : if those little
brats haven't begn to
seek my pardon within
the hour, [ am
leaving your hotel!

Oh!,

... | do beg your

i ad
| pardon! ... T ... Your Highness,
[...we...

1

S
q Ve, N

Vi
= A0
sy e @]

[ An outrage!...Acriminal
outrage! . They were
waiting for me! They

 threw' 2 syowball at me!

Assassins!...| will have them

)
,43',,

| hipped ... the bastinado!

...then 111 have
them impaled !




frhey've gove!..Let's | [[= al [(1t's a scandal! [ shall complain! ... )
5 I And I'm leaving the hotel !

get back home, quick !

Nothing we can do! Hes
in A Lowering rage ...

Go and Find some more
vases and bowls...

then you break them .,
I'm getting tired.

BADPALAH !

BADALAH I

BADALAH !
=7)

o (Al ds |
77 Ah! [t sounds
’VG % as if he's
calming down ...

Hello... Toptecs Hercules Good- [ Badalah, His [ We sent for you.., You

Unlimited. . Yes..yes § [|3py of Toptecs || Highness's see, the Maharajah left
 ...What ? A pearl neck- § Unlimited, 560~ ELary. his peautiful peari

lace...The Maharajah ' necklace in the bathroom. ..

of Gopal7...] see... A necklace worth

At the Hotel des —~ millions . .. and now it's
H Neiges...Very good ... _ yanished ...

Il b bhere at once...




£ Her COMES
His Highness ...

Goodspy, Your Highness.
L He's the detective...

What 7 Him? Him
A detective 7 ...
T

(May T present Mr. Hercules }

But | assure you, Highness...]

Silence ! Not another ]
word or 'l have you
whipped!... You're no
detective, and | can
prove it...

How about that, eh ? ..
You still dare toclaim

P — 5 L]
; Your Highness
is joking, of
that you're a detective? EOUNSE.:

(Out of here, imposter!... Out you go'
And never show your face again , ..
orit's the bastinado! ~>

You can't fool the Maham;:;l
oF Gopal th i

A fowr Laler

Highness, may | present
another detective?

1.. 1 believe so ..

we'll see!




Good ! ... Now since you're
a detective, tell me who

First, if you'll
allow wig, I'll takea
look in the bathroom,
Your Highness...

The door was closed, In the adjoining room
were two of His Highness's servants. They
saw and heard
| nothing ...

has sbolen my pear) necklace.

Hmm,, Lan they be

trusted ?

=]

By Kali! You dare to
SUSPECE my Servants’

(1.... Gertainly not, Your |
Highress.,. But In that
case the chief can only
Have got in by Ehe wind-
ow, which seems to me
Epo small to allow a man

ko enter...

(Highness, it may well be that the
thief used bhe window after all ...
A small thief... A child, perhaps. ..
There are footprints showing
clearly in the snwow. ..

=

T'TI take & closer
L Aook...

fher& w;
of them. Children,
- | undoubtedly ...

dlimbed it
bathroom.

thie ot‘miupipg:Ic [

Inonte hour, Highness, |
shall identify the
2. guilty parties!

L[Tlmt's thews For sure! ] ‘[Wlmb an

looking

 odd-
fellow !




Jo and Zette Legraud... 1
Good... Er... Tell me, do you
kuow the Makarajah of Gopal?

Hello, wy young friends. May | ask you a
few questions? What are your names?

Ths...thamhwrgn
opal?... Er...y
e W lict

jah of
5. well...
le.

The Maharajak has
sowe pretby pearls,
isw't that right?

50 they say!...Ha!ha!...
Listen, I'll come clean. I'm a
detective commissioned b

What? §a'mwnz

™ .

...And if you hand the
necklace over, | promise
there won't be any fuss. |

introduce myselr :

ercules Goodspy of
HeEeee et

ecs Unlimi

Monsieur Legrand [
to tell you that your
have stolen a pearl necklace
bﬂmgi ngl to the Maharajak

Gopal.

Monsieur Legrand 1
resume. Allow me Lo

what...
what's that?
d L

| That worried them! ['w on the
| right track!

The truth, and nothing
but the truth! strike
we down if 1 tellalie!




So, Mr Badalah, His
Highness's decision. ..

... I8 irrevocable: to
leave the hotel . The
servants arg already
packing the trunks.

Ehis casket inthe bathroom
cupboard, benind a pile
OF linen. What

should | do
with ik ?

[ Your Highness, | found |

A casket 7. Remwinds me
of something: but what ?

Let's have a look..
SEEM Lo remember
putting something
[nside ... What was i£7

oF

[ My PearL
NECKLACE !1!

Badalan! | Found

| my pear| necklace!

DIl ves. 1 thought I'd leftit on

the bathroomw shelf, but

I I'd put it away ina casket

in acupboard. Just a
little lapse of memory.

But Highness, the
| detective 2 ...

Ohyes, the detective ..
tell him to come here
ab once.

I'mt not quite sure where

heis, Highness,

Not quite sure! [
want Fo speak o im
this instant, d'you hear?

He's just arrived, Your
Highness !



I...Excuse we...I'm sorry | didn’t
have time ko knock... Highness,
identified mecul'pnw’

Mr Detestive,

tried todeceive me! [
shall give orders to have
you whmp&d

rThere aren't any culprits, [ Nevertheless, Highness,
y nécklace

has been found ! You have

the Footprints | Followed
led we to two children,
and a wmonkey. They
live iv that chalet you
can see from here,

( By Kali! The |
two who over-
took wig... What
averve!,,. And
threw a snow-

ball at we! [l

Two children and
a wonkey 7

More visitors 7. ..
them this trmo .

[ am above

H|gimus [ beseech you.. thmk the |
the law!

. law of this country

Badalah! Call Mogadir )
at once. We're going to
teach those children

the lesson they
deserve !

[ No, we'll wait for Ehem])
. We've done nothing
£o be ashamwed of ...
Qults true,

| Goodness! The one in || | Quick, Zette, leb's go

They're theones! 1 )
front is the Maharajah and hide ! r‘scogmae, them !
1 T 1

Mogadir ! ... Administer
the pumshmznb'

| Hn Wa, iy liktle jokers !.., Little monsters!
...At last I've found you!...You will
| pny dearly for your insolence!

It's wot a question
of the vecklace!
You dared to insult
we, and will be
caned this instant !

| assure you, Highness, |
it wasn't we whe
stole your necklace.




(They failed to show proper
respect... Aneye for an eye, a l
toobh fora tooth ! | insist
they must be punished !

] F
I forbid you
to intervene!

b =

Excuse wie, Highness, but ['m

the childrew's father, and |

thi:k 1 h::o the righk

Eo know ou beab
Ehom': O |

But what have they
dowe, Your Highness 7

I went out skiing,
and they over-

Highuess, you dre right: You dare to mock me? |

thése children deserve to I

Yes, Papa. That's what we

took we! And told you. But | i || bepunished. | suggest Certainly wok, Highness
they threw a Ehat ?1:’1: :&M;:i;?i‘:ir;sn't Ehat you overbake them As you said: an eye
snowball ! [t hit weant For him. It was an on skis, and Ehat you For an eye, a tooth for

me, there! a tooth. ['d add: a

accident, and we're ve
4 spowball fora snowball

throw a snowball at them,
s;rry,.l.and wereally do | N

(Aw eye for an || |[ Very good. | accept.
eye ... A booth My akiis are at the Wotel, |

for a tooth... 50 we'll begin with
A snowball EWE sowball.
fora

As ,ou wish, Your
Ercwini %ighn&ss.

Quite right!

Now for some |
real ackion !
Ha'! ha!




[ Mogadir, make we some
showballs! We're going
| to have Fun!

That's.. enough.. [ Quickly, put your things || You have paid one debt, || [ ... er..um
will show wercy ... on Highuess... You'll Highness. Now there's I will be
n catch cold ; werciful
dosad and...and ..
an...an...
a..a..
AAAAAA ..

[ AAAAAAA
TCHOOO! ...
Won't you come

in and get warm,
Your Highness!

HighHess, may [
present wy wife ?

How do you ...you ... )
you...
tehooo!

Plgase sit down, Your
Highness, Let we
wiake you a hot drink

Your chalet has a fine
outlook!

Yes, it's a peautiFul

view. And from my

dAesk you can see the

whole Mont Blavc range.| (7

There,..We are
looking at...at
S AT




Those are some
drawings ['wm
working on.

It looks like a bridge.

Yes, a suspension
bridge, in fact.

Let's rejoin the

Maharajah.

fogaz... 3@ .

HOA| AT TC
1Hid0 ag &

AT, . .

OuM
|

(Monsieur Legravd, wy sec-
retary tells we you are an
engineer. Thatis a ha.. ha...
W-atchoeo.. happy coincidence

Next week | leave
. for Gopal, £

(1 Wave decided to ta-ta-atchoo
... to tAke you into wmy service,
You have a week : more bhau
enough time to pack your

bags .

Owe last detail . Your
salary will be £10,000
a monbh .

50 | take it that that
is all agreed ?

=
I'm grateful
Eo Your
Highwess, but
['w1 sorry

Eo bell you...
He one
dictates
what I do,

("What 71 7 . You presume)
boargue?... That's ...
Ehat's unheard of ! ...
Never before Was anyone
dared to defy wme to

my face!

(But | have wore power at
my disposal EHaw you,

d'you hear?... As for your
independence. ..l will break




Oh wiy gooduess! Here we go
again!” He's (n a blazing
temper...

(" Badalan ... Badaiah' ) | You wiay perhaps Wave noticed that )
. BADALAH! His Highness sometimes goesinto H [
Where's he gone ... @ wiood. Ab such times His Highness Which way shall we
ke ? Has a habit of swashing everything go today, Papa?
within reach ... IF you could be so Clar ol d
kind as togive wie the address of the e
fitwt __ making that unbreakaple
\ ching, I be 50 grateful. o

- ——
Oh Papa! T | 1'm sure you've thought things over and agree Highness, I hope [
lipptsd~ e to my plan. Here is £60,000 ivadvance...|'d|| || shaw't have to repeat
- | just remind you we leave next week this again. As | said :
noove dictates what
I do. | bid you good-
wiorning, Highnes s.

Badalah!
My skis!

I'll bring him to
heel ! ...




He will pay ! Wait till |
cateh him!

Highness'
Be careful !

Blockhead!.. Bumpkin !, ..
Vandal ! ... Bandit! ...

rHe'If COME wibh me by
hook or by crook ...
That's my last

word |




HELP! HELP!'
H-E-E-E-E-ELP!!

Help! Help! The Maharajah
has fallen into a
crevasse !

(Go very carefully! There f

could be wmore cracks ...

[Don'r worry. Highness,

Help is on theway ! ...

Hello Highness, can you hear me?... |

I'm going to throw you a repe. Tie it row

you very securely, Then we'll

) there ...
—

hope! And ;
wake it snappy!

P

= R
There's the rope, Highness.
Have you got it ?

. Heave ... ho! v,

N [ Heave...ho!..

We got you out of
there just in bime,
eh Highwess 7

Are you all right,
Highness 7 Nothing
proken 7..Tell us. ..

5

Oaf! Youre nothing put
A clumsy oaf!




0af!.,

You were say-
along, Badalah ! ing, Highness !

. Look : that was a new jacket
come

Oh...excuse we, Highness,| tkough: |
| heard you say " Thank-you" !

L] what? Me thank you?. After |
: m you've had the horour of pul-
N /1110 118 0UE Of A crevasse
You deserve tobe beaten!

[ ;
Have you gver had a ] Well, Highness, 1'm going to take Ehis
| beating, Highness 7 opportinity of giving you ome, to teach
2 you someé mannérs !

Me? Me?27
Are you mad 7

W% .

[ There!... Goodbye High -
ness. My profoundest
respects to you!

Where can he

IF it's your boss you're
Have gone 7

looking for, I'm happy
to tell you he isn't his
usual self.




7
He called the page " my There We is! ... But what arg those
Friend .. And gave him a
hundred francs! an More
and more pecul- 1

Why 7 What do you wmean ? ]

Well, as he left the hotel the I

Makarajah called we "my
frignd" And that isu'tall: e
gave me__ a hundred francs...

Just as | feared! By the gods!.. Those parcels! |
He's heading towards || | - Heaven knows what sorb

of revenge he's (il cooking up!
What can

i (Good morning, Monsigur Legrand ...

[...er..Excuseme, but...well.. l've
just seen His Highness going up the
path towards your chale .. And after
what happened yesterday.. youuwnder
stand... I'mworried . ..




| ] don't
understand...

Neitherdo ...
It's amazing !

I...er.. forgive me... But before
I left for Gopal | was anxious
to give a swiall present to your
children... so they wouldwn't
think toe badly of the
Maharajah ...

Goodbye, Monsieur ﬂ
Legrand. |'m sorry to
be leaving without
you. Your collaboration
would have been so
valuable ..

oo bUE HOW you know,
you'll accept, won't
you?...

My collaboration?. .
Just what had you
in wind, Your

Highness 7

The construct -
iov of the bridge,
of course!

The construction of the
pridge ?... what bridge”

| The bridge to conmect
the twe banks of the river
i Ehe Valley of the Cobras.

| But Highwess, if you'd told

me at the beginning, instead
of ordering me to go with

i You to Gopal ...

YIPPEE!

IR-TIE EF A &= NA @ |
T P o

- -

—

[ Bad news! A French engineer has
agreed to build the bridge! . ..

b

I'm going to cable the good news
to my Frime Minister this very
minute !




Next meornog . This is what | suggest . [ gowith We leave the day Has He gowe ? J
Well, Highness, what you to have a look at the job on after tomorrow, The =

. Highv W !
are your instructions?

the spot. Then | come back to arranaements are wade H
Europe to arder materials Good. Au
and to hire the techuicians, .. revoir, Highness

=

i I ‘ You do as you
wish, You have a
free havd.

= i .
| simply can't remember || e It's @ complete
where | put my wystery! ...
catapult ...

Your catapult 7, ..
But you gave it to
the Maharajah
yesterday... He was
50 kKeen £o haveit..




Goodbye, then! apa...

ey = S N And you, Joand || and wareh ou
> AV’ - o .

L | Zette, yoube for the crocodiles!
two wionths. Then we all go pad i b

ck togeth

.. although | have ne
ut the way the country
overnéd iv my absence.

i
"
4

The reports from my [ 2 Soon I'll have o take orders again
e T

from Ehat fat fool, and put up with
His tantrums, .. ['w sick todeathof it!
.. I've had.a taste of power while he's
beev away ... and who's to stop me
keepiig (b

Frime Min
b,

I've already exploited And now this plan ||
the unirest caused by the For the bridg |
| new bax ery cleverly! )| || Ha ha! ] mus
| ...1 explained theywere || | Rabindah
| topay for the Maharajais tonight ...
gallivanting... The peaple
grumble, but against
‘the Mahar, !




Greetivgs, kabmdﬂh | have important watters

to diecuss, Rabindah .

wighty fakir!

Take a seat, Ramayuni,

Is that all you Il No. I've just heard that tlnr Makarajah
wish to say ” has 4 build a bri inthe

Valley of th . Ik will save the cara-
VANS SEVE / rpre-varrb the\r

river by weans of the Ford.

You realise what this means?
Now, wHen tHE caravans come
you demand woney. You tell
them it is to secure the blessing
of bhe gods for a safe
Crossing .. -

As you know, the money aliows
we bo offer sacrifices Eo the

There's a better we

A little bit goes

to feed the cobms §

which infgst the
land by the ford.
what about the
rest, eh?

what I'n gettivg at ? When the

1 9
| bridge is built, the caravans

won't cowe this way

) .and won't
pay... You unde

tand 7

I ehall call down the
vengeance of the gods!

That won't prevent
thew from using
the bridge, and it
WON'E Pring you
ANY WONEY 2ither
as you very well
Know !

| 1 can count on you ther
1'Il see you are well reward
ed. When the time
comies, | shall tell you
what has to be done...

Play along with me, oid
Fool! | can easily get
rid of you later!

, VIl help you,
you traitor,,.But J'll
pe having the last
laugh!

dak!...5topthe e from ||
peing puilt!... And I've thought
how we can come Fo an
arrangement about that ..




I'w sure it's
from Papa!

Mama! Why dew't we go into
the town Lo celebrate our
good news!

Oh! Look at that
poster, Mawa!
Couldn't wego there
Instead?

D'vou knau. Mama,
e lies down on a Lm‘tmﬂ uP in

bed of nails ... OHE Minute.

Ladiee and gentlemen, I
deeply rearet that extraordinary
circumstances now make &

| impossible For us to present

|l Lhe show. %

Yes, it is from him, He's coming
back. He'll be here sowe time
on Thursday,

I Would you like m

that? Al right!




What about the bridge, Papa? 1 i ...steep and narrow with a

where will it Pe built ?

torrent at the bottows ...

[To reach Rankot, Ehe capital of Gopal, the
caravans have to Keep to the line of the
gorge, following the Weights bo a place
where the valley widens out and allows
thewt down bo the river... ba ford the
stream.

Beside the ford lives a sort of fakir.
In exchange for sums of Woney he
invokes the river gods, and then he
reveals to travellgrs the day and the
N Hour when they may cross.

But here a strange
character appears.

I'w told the caravans sometimes wait || [| Eventually, when the fakir thinks they've waited long enough he lets
eight days before daring to cross the the caravans go. They climb the opposite wall of thé valley and follow
river. Each morning the fakir says: | that side of the gorge to Rankot. Building the bridge would cut six
""The gods are not willing!" And | days ofF the journey for the caravans, quite apart From the

each day the travellers give him | AEle  tiwe they lose wairilng upon our friend the |

money so he will intercede with the ; fakir!
spirits. The unforbunate people are ; 7 i

convinced they will suffer harm iF
they disobey.

Now, | have to orderChe A mondh Later .. H They're coming! The French I | Let thew come !
macerials and choose Ty A || boat "Albatros™ left [l || THey'll receive
[he team of techuicians. A telegram for Marseilles yesterday ... || || a warm welcome!
In a month's time | : Your Highness. .. 7 3 I |LHA! HA! HA!
think we shall be - 7 -

ready to go. We'll all

sail in the ship which
will carry the equip-
WEnL.




s 5 8 e
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I hope he isn't in
trouble ...

(Fonly [ could find
somewhere cool !

|'d prefer the Jocke? Nol haven't

North Pole! where Jocko went? i

silly he can be !




JOCKOD!,
JOCKD! .

0

Can't have a ]

JOCKO!...
&

winute's peace!

FRIDGE

We're in the Red sea
Captain
Rough weather ahead

.. 1 leave you Mere.

Thanks, Pilot. | thought
we WETE v for a blow!

Let's get below!

The storm's coming, Zette !

W Ok, he'll have
run for cover
long age!

| think it's much more fun to
stay on deck... OF course you
need to have good sea-legs...

On second thoughts, 1'd
petter go below . Jo and
Zette way be anxious .

Fair weather
sailors! The first
I little roll and they
H bolt for shelter

in the cabin'




H I'mt worried abour Jocko,
Zette ... | wonder if he
stayed on deck... [

think I'l go and see...

There you are! ... But what a
MESS YOU're in,

i They've arrived in Bombay!. |
I They're starting to disembari f
| the equipment ...

g

IT’v—

A gentleman, a lady, two
children, one monkey .
| Noquestion: it's them.




Mr Legrand 7,. His Excellency !

e Maharajah of Gopal has sent A g -

us. Weare here be welcome you. y

will you cowte this way ” We are e
leaving by car for Simla

Fromw here it will be
takewn py rail as far
As Simla, in the
north.

H The equipment, Papa ?
It will be unloaded
immediately , . .

Then by caravan to Rankot ... Once there ... Helle,
hat's going on ?

A hold up of some Kind... \ ~ L] i : Nothing can be done,
You stay here, Sahib, and | 3 ! Sahib... We must
will see. =) e, S wait until the cows

we will come

—

Wait till they get up 7. .. How very strange!... Well let's
Someone can move them go back to the car

; Indeed vo, Sahib. Theyare
A\ sacred cows. One must
4

B¥| be patient, until they move
wl\| | in their own good Eime!




That's a good start... But Sahib, the sacred
they're wiuch mistaken if cows have gone.

they think their threats We can proceed .

will stop me! i I _‘_\‘
e | \{ ’

What sort of
nonsense is this?

There we are, children. The
equipment is ready. We leave for
Rankot toworrow morning .

) ‘ E; lf!lﬂbgo?d.:I

4,
b
LT

Feor a week, the caravare L4 sn e oad ...

Jocko!...Look at Jocko! ...
What's got into him? ...
What's he seen up
| there?

CRRRR...CRRRR...




- . T X

There he is ! .., y [que plan's failed! .. I wust warn Rabivdah

My horse! Quick! at once!

-~

Now for it! ...

|1 that case, you know what you have o
do... Rewember, take no action unless

No, wiaster... My mission's
gone wrong...The caravan is

coming. They'll be here before YOU SEE ME rAise My Arms,
L nightfall. =
; = * Yes, wmaster,
kN, - Fot
= -
.-)'f-.- .

-

You see, the valley is opening out And
| look there : that's the ford ...

Now | wait for
thew .

Stay, stranger! Do not try to
| cross the river today, or the




Noble fakir, | fully understand.
But | simply must cross by the
ford now. So [ hope the gods
will be forgiving, just this once.

Er...excuse wie, Sahib...but 1...we
prsfsr towait for a wore favourable kime.

\[ 01> well, 111 s00m }

| show you there's o |
danger... Jo and k‘
|| Zette, follow me. 4

Stranger, beware! You will
bring their anger doww
upon yourself and your
COMPANIONS . .

l'm sorey. That's edough talk
You are very Kind, put we
have vo tiwe to lose,

By the tail of
Havuman! ...
0w his own head
beit! He asked
For ib!

Mighty gods ! May your
vengeance fall upon
the blasphemers who
dare to defy y
77

He's mised his arms!
It's the signal!




| Papa, I'm slipping! ...
FHMr‘ry.’ Hfr'}y!g

| Hang on to that rock :

Fapa!... Papa!...

['w1 coming !

_ ™ Hold on, little
1| Zecte! ' coming,
)l ['1l save you!

O, Papa ... Thank you'

That's you safe, Zette,
but p= what about|

He can swim, Put in such a
torrent




| What brought those
Fine fellows to my
rescue ] What did they...

So you're there, Jocko!.., Well, I'mt happy to
meel your new Friends!

il 50!... You have sgen what

| befell the strangers who
dared ko o defy the will

| of they® gods!

Jo! Jo! Hooray! Go back
[| upstream to the ford!




Now what's happen-
ng, over there?

Jocko, you should be ashamed,
behaving like that!

Sacrilege! The creature |
attacked me! The curse |
of the gods will Fall 4

You! That's enough'... That Flood
was fixed by you, wasn't it 7...
And you'll pay for it, villain!

afraid of now. Look,

There's nething te be .

Oh, my dears.., What a miracle
to have you safe and sound !

T

The punishment of the
gods will be terrible,
sacrilegious strangers!

FBy Hanuman, evil will
_pefall you!




There theyare! N || His Highness wu
No wmistake! U || informed without delay!

[What 7... Whatisic?... w ] | |[ 1mbecile! Have him beaten,

dares tointerrupt me : — 4 this instant!

A
| || wit




I you would mot mind
waiting, Sahib. His Highness

Ak, there you are!.. |'w so happy to see you!...

Now, you'll be starting

bridge at once, won't you’
M = ™

work on rhe

At once 7... Well,
Highness... that is

What's the
meaning of this?
Ry You refuse...

But | must explain ...

Certainly vot, Highness. ]

oW, good! Badalah, have some

r ;

Neow, about the bridge .. You
see, when | get something
on wy wind whatever it is...

refréshments brought in ... and cigars. }

P
AN

Bz Kali!l... someone get rid W |("where's it gone? |1

of that horrid creafure command you to Find
this instant... N How dare | that treasenable toad..
T

Calws yourself, High-
ness, Forget about

k. Won't you present |
e to your friends, and ||
Hpropose A toast 7 \

Legrand . | am Ramayuni,
His Highness's Frime
Minister.

I am howoured, -'triavréifm_r1

My Friends, [ drink
to your health, and
the success of !
our enterprise !




Highness, we very nearly didn't get here
alive... When we came to the crogsing on
the Copra River the fakir who controis the
ford Forbad our passage ...

Er—

You know this upstart,
Ramayumi 7

I have heard tell of Wim, |}
Highwess., But it is the First |
time anyone has advised |
me of such an occurrence. ||
0 But evidently you crossed |

h Hone the less 7

H Certainly, but at the risk of our
I

ford a tremendous wall of
water urtled down Frow the
mountaing. The childrew and

ves. Just as we crossed the

| were swept away ...

... We managed to save ourselves, and
here we are. But o come to the point,
toworrow while the workmen are
waking camp 1'd like to go back to the
river, and get to the botkow of this
peculiar bysiness.

You are right, Monsieur Legrand, aud
you have wy approval, but on one
condition : you do not go alone, Take
Someone with you who knows the ari
wait, | can recommend a guide,
e will take good care of you ...

Y

This is the guide |
mentioned "to you.
You can trust him
absolutely .

B,

made one ?

Have you ever heard
talk of adam, a
natural or man -

Brrr... A fall here
would be awful !

dump

_ B

Take care, Sahib, it is
difficult . | will go First.,
Then | will give you my hand
and you cav jump dcross.




Perfect!... That will
the Prime Minister!

Back to the

(" His Highness, quick!...]... The
Sahib has had an accident ...
He's fallen down a precipice ...

1

=
i Yes alas! Highness...We were wretch | His life was in your
jumping across a ravine when
suddenly Wis foot slipped, and he
fell out of sight... He is dead ...

T v .

I beg of you, Highness ! This man
hawnds : you did not take care
of Wim! You will die instantly!

X,

L

Perhaps he is only injured ...

cannot be peld respowsible for the
accident ... Please, please, don't
let's waste time. We must go ab
once and search for wy huspand.

You are right !

(“Aw, there are the wen
| sent anead with the

J

It's Funny, Jo, but every Eime Jocko
sees that duide he goes wad with
rage !

Nothing, Highness...The Sahib
wiust have béen eaben by wild beasts.

Yes, it's ver

How Fond e was of My bridge... My beautiful
. bridge...] want my bridge...

(Tl—mre ... there...
et

Gl y‘_‘




i

Quick, he's hurt...We need If I stay 1'm done "“{ﬂ’“’ wurtids faler . . [The guide 7. You say it was
| water _ dressings, .. for! Getgoing, fast! - the guide ?... By the ten
< ..Me? But | never shipped. heads of Ravana!... The
It was che guide . he vile wretch!, ..

pushed we into the 7
ravine. T N

We came to a difficult bit.

As | said, instead of helping

me the guide pushed me over

the edge . Luckily, as | went down

1 grabbed some bushes which
broke wiy fall. | must have hung
there...Heaven knows h |

_

The guide ! ...
Seize him at once!
. Where is he?

We has disappeared, He was Jocko was right
W herea few minutes ago ... about that traitor.

Go after him' | |
want him, dead
p Y oralive!

I do viot know, Highness, E’ou see Zette,

..When | came to | managed Jo? Zetre? | [ For goodness sake,
to scramble down the rock face... || Y ; = i where are you?... || || they've disappeared
IE'¢ lucky you found we, | was A7 We're going e
Just about all in ... B 15 4




Jo!... Jo!.. Stop! Mama's A ._ ... we just can't let
calling us. \{ 8D | Jocko run ofF like that,
< ; : we need to Know
why he bolted ...

There, he didn't
see wie. Now
| cav go an.

[ know what ['ll
do... I'Il hide!

CROQEE...
CROCEE... |

| Golly, where's he gove ? | Hey!... Look!...The 4 Let's follow, but
| can't see Mim ... § guide!...Now [ . . B, = wake I;urehz ]
understand why 3 doesn't see us!
Jocko went off like P R T
a streak of lightning.

Oh, Zette! There!...
Acave!... Let's see!

Now what 7
where is he? He
can't have

vanished .. .

| He disappeared behind
| that rock. Quick, we
| wustn't lose him.




I But not just a lake, either. It

must be the reservoir Papa taiked
| about...tHe ove e was lookina for.
| We must go back and tell him .

te! We must get out
T =

You think I'll let you § :
out of here ? A uck!
Ha ha ha ha ha! { Il Pe your tomp!

That's two of themfl f t's no good, Wait, I'll try using
out of the way! |l we're trapped... this stake as a
s lever, ..




We simply must get

out! But how 7 11l make a

pattering ram ... i

1 Hey' The door is
I opening!

| ... And anyone who-:p!aukes
we will be in l:r.;uwis'




Up there! Look! .
Jo and Zette!

By bhe twenty
arms of Ravana!
Little demans!

Here!

Yoohoo! ...

Come and see
what we've

No doubt about it ...

| Thsra Fapa ..

.Pon't you

think this is the reservoir
you were |looking for 7

| You see that winch?. ..

It will certainly have
opened a sluice to let the
water out, and made the

fl Flash Flood on Ehe river.

That proves the fakir
i s arogue and the
§ guide is his accomplice [
.. Well, towiorrow :
morning, we'll blow the
' reservoir to kingdom come!

| Careful ...

two... three !

This is it ...

One

wait... Can you
swell something
.burning ...

By Hanuman !
The reservoir!!

@



A
llE

D

By the gods, 1'wm sleepy ! But this |
1St the moment For forty winks
... when ['ma theonly guard on

!5,";.. ; :

Most of the reinforcing gi
Fixed to the susp

.Q

v"é'g g
i,i\il IR
o

Well, wy dears, we'll soom be at the end ;_:F
our labours, in spite of that rascally faki

Ne, [ can't go to

sleep... No |

can't... Nol ...
No...




OfF you go, my pe
Strike hard! B

All is well . No . Well, | think it's about time
one's raised we all turned in. 'm half asleep,
the alarm... My and 1'm sure everyone élse is
cobras will too, A good night's rest is

accomplish their
mission of death

weall need. A
busy day tomg

Youall surround the huti ['ll go and

see what's happening.

The quard | ... [
hope to Meaven he

Good Lord !... The blockhead's
sleeping like a baby!

) Cobras !
o BUt they're absolutely
drunk! Lucky For us
they went after the
bottles of wine... Other-

Hey, you, wake up!
15 this how you do
your sentry duty?

1t's from the canteen...

It's a marvellous chance
| to get rid of the brutes.
il Quickly now!




The alarm has beew rised! | Will you let go of
... My plan has Failed! ) that gun?...1

Papa, may we climb up the
to photegraph the brid

OF courae,
but dow't go
too Far.

Ok look, the

d And now it's mining.
suH's going

This certainly isn't our

I the full sumliaht that'|l
makg a splendid photogmph

\ 7
N [
?‘W Baers
%? ;

TR
ﬁ =A%

Bala.. Bla...Blab,..Toug
o Glad ... Come..

Auug...Be... Couti . ..

Just in time. Look how Hug 4
Gmid. .. GHAan

it's pelting down now!

What does it all
mean ?

'e- Must hurry .
shelter there, in that

Ssh, be quiet, Zette.., |
Listen !




Yes, | am glad you have come. Speak, | am listening
What | have to tell you is of We are alowe,
the ubwost importance.

Very well, The situation i[5
i3 grave, Hoonda, |
The bridge built by the
European threatens us

all. .

[ It's terrible, fapa, terrible!... It's true, Papa. It was raining, so0 we I don't know, except it was a
THe camp, and the Mahamjah's took shelter iva cave. We heard the voice [ ve heard before. But it's
palace, are tobe attacked sound of voices . There were two men absolutely certain that the one
tomorrow talking (N another part of the cave called Hoonda will attack the camp
morning! W“QI!; ‘:z‘i‘:ﬁ““ One of thew was called Hoouda. ., tomorrow worming with his trives-

’ i 18 men and will destroy the bridge,

And the other? while obher tribesmen will attack
L the Maharajah's palace ...

Good Lord !... How can we
upset theirplan?... Fight 7...
But then the blpod will flow. ..
and we can't have that at any
price,.. What can wedo ?...

Master...all our wen are
ready foraction.

[ You understand? Kill the
foreigners, disarm the
rest, and destroy the bridge

!

il

e
Y

e |1|I|li y
|




By the three eyes of Jo, your idea of defending the camp with
Sisupala!... what's a ring of glue is sensatignal!
happened to my fegt ? Look how they're floundering ...

vl All right !... Throw down your arms and you Jam! ... What Release him
=N wor'tbe hurt ... Which is your |leader? do you want? | [| and bring him
7 PR ] to my tent,

~-—ra

A few wureides Laler . .. Asyou wish. | agree the attack | Ramayuni! The Frime Minister!

was well carried out, but unforbum- | S0 e was your accomplice! |
ately for you, we learned of your
plans ...

Who are you, and why have you
attacked our camp 7

From Ramayuni! ...
| Oh, the traitor!




Take it easy, Friend!  Put away your
dagger, and don't force me touse
violence ...

Now sit down calmly and
listen Eo we,

But whew you'd gone, and Ramayumi

| was alowe, they heard Wim say: " You
play along with we, old wountain goat.
I can get rid of you lateront" ...

[ Now do you understand 7. ..

And to prove my goodwill, you
and your wen are free £o go.
Return in peace to your Homes,

| Quite by accident, wiy children ||
| || overheard the conversation |
| you had with hiwi inthe cave . ||

Thank you for your generesity.

Hoownda will not forget. IF
you need we, send word -
I shall come!

A titebe Laler...

MNow, all speed to
the palace. ..

Ah, wy dear friend. How [Evarythiwg went splendid’|
happy | am to see you!
Victory ! Victory !

ly. Quite unaware we
were waiting for them,
Fhe rebels fell into our
trap. They were all
taken prisoner:

Excellent ... But do you
kvow who's at the
i bottow of icall 7. ..
Your Prime Minister,
| Ramayuni!

[ By Kali! .:-Trm'ror!,“
Plotter! ... Wretch! ... To  H§ M
prison this very minute!' || E

You areright. He wust be §
arrested at once . |

| What's that?

| Ramayuni ?

Certainly not!... You, vile slanderer! ... (
Guards, seize him! \




Find the Prime Minister at once, Let him i |
decide this villain's fate,

Silence! Youare ; Well 7 what is it
Hothing but 4 liar! - this time?

His Excellency Ramayuni
fled, taking your jewels
with Him, immediately !

after the tribesmen attacked!

I 500t was true!...

Beaibasel i
The wreteh! . ..

f bé'rribly upset ...
Forgive wie !

Boo... hoo... My own
A | Primie Minister!. ..
Betraying me! . ..

INBE | Pon't mention it,
. : | Highness. ..
%z 2 :

3 Never wind
Highness ... There
| are other Fish in

Aowe Aayo Lals...

= .
Joand Zette, would you bring
mwe the roll of plans out of the

big tent!

H Jocko, leave that - | Jocko!
d  aniwal alone! ]




Now | understand et | heard Papa say
The case was yesterday there was
still one case of dynamite
left .

Quick, Zette, take thest plans ; That's that! |
to Fapa and tell him about U scamp| i st Wave time to
the case of dynamite. I'm

| going to bry to catch Jocko.

| Surely ot ! 1t

| sounds asif that | || any wistake.

| confounded monkey horrible anim
is after me again ... __Ha

W ... by a cobm ... is fatal ... But you...go
quickly .. the bridge ...

will blow up! ...

... Yes... I've o good ... The cobra's bite

miyst go
help. ..




Yes...) lit the fuse... The
charge is against the anchor
block...at thisend .. Run...

If only... | canget
there in bime....

Meanwhule, ot the cave ..

Another couple of minutes and
that infermal bridge will be
blown to bits! Ha!ha! ha!

Against the
avichor Plock, but
whereabouts?. . |

| must ... | simply must
extinguish the fuse!

Nothing here...
Ne smoke ...

We're

Hooray ! Got it!
saved !

Quick , the other
anchor block!

Only a Few wore seconds
t0 9o...

At thal mernend ...

A cigarette helps

to calm my

Il blow any woment
now !

A little more
patiente, Rabindah!




Thie day of the operng comed al faal, .,

Here we go, Zette !
Tiwe for the speeches!

Your Highwess, ladies and )
gentigmen ! ...

.5uch @ beautiful speech, Highness ... 1
I've:been pracbising for six months!.['1]...

No, o, EHAL's enough chabter, | l
]

Peeds speak louder than words!
Give me the scissors!

, the Maharajah of Gopal,
{ this bridge open to traffic!

Well, Highwess, we're ending
with a glass of champagne... But
do you remember how it all began
overacupof tea?.. [ wade it

for you ivt our little chalet in the [
Wauntaing.
]

declare ]

[ Yes, Madawme, and [ bless the day
your children pvertook we on skis.
Thanks to them [ met your husband

0h, look, there's a
caravam al'rmdy,l about
to cross the bridge.

Hurry, Balgar! Run! We simply
must be there First!

- And he built this bridge, from
which wy people will reap so wuch
_ benefit ... p

ien't @ moment ko lose!

e
what ? Already! There

Now, my dears, our work hére
is Finished . All we have to
do is pack our pags... We

are going back home !




